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The Turkish garrison, finding themselves thus cut
off from their base, surrendered, and the way was
open for the further development of the plan of
campaign which Feisal and Lawrence had worked
out.
This involved co-operation with British troops,
which was a very different thing from Bedouin
operations. It was easy for Feisal to choose his own
'time to strike, so long as he was working inde-
pendently, but now that he was actually under
General Allenby5 s command he would have to con-
form to the movements of General Allenby's troops.
Bedouin could not be expected to do this, however
ably led, and the first step was to complete the
organisation of the Sherifian regular army which
Feisal had begun to recruit at Rabegh. At the same
time, he could not afford to sit idle, and had to go
on fighting the Turks even while his recruits were
being trained ; for if he did nothing against the rail-
way-line, the Turks might either come down on him
in force and drive him into the sea, or they might
evacuate the Hejaz garrisons and throw them in
against General Allenby.
The rest of the year 1917 was spent in consoli-
dating the Sherifian base at the head of the Gulf of
Akaba and making the Arabs into a fighting force
which could be relied upon to co-operate with
General Allenby. This was necessarily a slow pro-
cess, and was still going on when I left India in
February 1918 to report to the High Commissioner
in Cairo. I had heard vaguely of Lawrence's
capture of Akaba, and of his success with the
Sherifian forces, but I did not even know for certain
that it was he who had sent for me. It was not until
I reported to G.H.Q,. at the Savoy Hotel, Cairo,